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Welcome to Miami Dade College
Welcome to the 2015-2016 Academic Year. Whether you are an entering freshman, a returning sophomore, or transferring from another institution, we hope that you are ready and motivated for Academic Success!

Miami Dade College is the largest institution of higher learning in the United States.  But, our size does not mean that you will not be exposed to a high quality, personal, and exciting academic experience that we hope will enable you to achieve all of your personal goals.

You will find Miami Dade College is the most diverse college in the nation, and the interaction and relationships that you will be able to nurture is as valuable an educational experience as the classes you will take. Make sure that you become involved in all of your classes, as well as the many, many, social, cultural, and campus events that are offered to the MDC student. 

As a student-athlete, you are also challenged as no other student might be, as you will need to discipline yourself to be successful not only in the classroom, but on the playing field or court as well. We are very proud of our intercollegiate athletic program at Miami Dade College, and believe that our students are given the best possible opportunity to excel both in the classroom and on the court. Our first priority is your academic success, and we are committed to assisting you in that endeavor.  We also take great pride in our record of moving our student-athletes on to four-year institutions of all levels and all geographic areas. As a student-athlete at Miami Dade College, you will be recognized and exposed to literally hundreds of four-year coaches looking to fill their scholarships. Our outstanding reputation as a program that develops the total student-athlete makes you very attractive and recruit-able to the four-year programs. Your effort, enthusiasm and dedication in performing to the best of your abilities both academically and athletically will make your opportunities to secure a scholarship in athletics, or academics, to a four-year institution much more attainable and possible. 

Please review the information in this handbook carefully. Throughout the year, there will be meetings with each team to further discuss the policies and information contained within this handbook. Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me in Room G-316, Kendall Campus, or contact me at 305-237-2867.

Sincerely,

Anthony Fiorenza
Anthony Fiorenza
Director of Athletics 
Miami Dade College Athletics
A member of the NJCAA and FCSAA

MDC athletic teams compete within the National Junior College Athletic Association, Division I, the national athletic association for two-year colleges that legislates eligibility rules, National Letters of Intent, and national championship tournaments, as well as All-Region and All-American teams. As a member of an athletic team at MDC, you have the opportunity to be honored and recognized to All-Academic, All-Region, and All-American teams, as well as having the opportunity to compete for the national championship.

Miami Dade College is also a member of the Florida College System 

Activities Association, which governs and manages several student activities 

among Florida’s community colleges, including Student publications, Brain Bowl, 

Forensics, Theatre/Drama, Music, Student Government, as well as intercollegiate 

athletics. The FCSAA sanctions six sports within the Florida Community College 

system, and also administers the state championships, as well as honoring 

student-athletes to All-Conference and All State teams in athletics and 

academics. Within the FCSAA is the Council for Athletic Affairs (CAA) which also 

establishes eligibility rules, certifies eligibility, processes eligibility documents and 

governs Sport Chairs for each of the athletic sports,

Participation as a student-athlete
Participation in the intercollegiate athletic program at Miami Dade College is a privilege, and not a right. Whether you are on athletic scholarship or not, a starter or a reserve, an eligible athlete or a “red-shirt”, each student participating in the athletic program must adhere to all of the rules, regulations, Code of Conduct and any other policies of the athletic program and team, as well as adhere to the Rights and Responsibilities Handbook of the college. Any violations of the rules as set forth will result in the student being removed from participation in athletics.

Mission Statement
Miami Dade College recognizes that intercollegiate athletics competition for talented students is an integral part of the overall educational process and mission of the college. The intercollegiate athletic program at Miami Dade College strives to enrich the lives of participants by providing quality coaching, facilities, and support services, with equal treatment and resources available to all participants, regardless of race, gender, religion, marital status, age, national origin, handicap or financial resources.

The intercollegiate athletic program works in partnership with its dynamic, multi-cultural community to provide accessible and high quality guidance and direction by keeping the needs of the student-athlete at the center of decision-making. Only the highest standards of sportsmanship and conduct are expected of students, coaches, staff and administrators associated with the intercollegiate athletics program at Miami Dade College

Student-Athlete Mandatory Requirements 
Student-Athlete Orientation

Student-athletes are required to attend a Student-Athlete Orientation Meeting, which takes place the first week of the Fall Semester. Any students not attending this meeting must see the Director of Athletics or the Assistant Director before a hold is removed from their records. Students not attending the orientation meeting will not be eligible for participation until all of the orientation materials have been reviewed and discussed with the Athletic Director and/or the Assistant Director.

Physical Examination

Also, all student-athletes are required to complete a physical examination prior to participating in official practices. . Additionally, all health insurance forms, FERPA forms and HIPAA Privacy forms must be completed prior to the student participating in practices.

Academic Advisement

Student-athletes are also required to attend Academic Advisement and Progress meetings throughout the term. Failure to attend these meetings will result in the student-athlete being suspended from any involvement with the team. Advisor for Athletics is Ramona Carrasquillo at 305-237-0526.
Eligibility

All student-athletes must certify the eligibility form through signature, and must provide all information requested to determine their eligibility in regard to break in enrollment, attendance at other institutions, participation on any club or organized teams or leagues, professional contracts or agent signings, and adherence to all FCSAA and NJCAA Financial Aid Rules. Failure of the student-
athlete to provide complete information in regard to their eligibility to participate will result in a delay or even a denial of their participation in athletic contests.

Community Service
Student-athletes and coaches will be involved in many community service projects, department events, and athletic events as deemed necessary.

Code of Conduct

All student-athletes are required to sign the Code of Conduct Form. All student-athletes receiving Room and Board assistance must also sign the Housing Code of Conduct Form. Violations of this Code of Conduct will result in loss of scholarship and removal from any college supported housing. 

Alcohol and Drug Policy 
Miami Dade College athletics has a zero-tolerance policy on alcohol and/or drug use by its student-athletes. Any use of these products at any time by a student participating in the athletic program will result in an immediate suspension from the team and further follow-up either by the Director of Athletics, Dean of Students . Legal drinking age in the State of Florida is 21. A reminder that drinking of alcoholic beverages or use of drugs while on a road trip with the team will result in immediate expulsion from the athletic team and possible further disciplinary action by the Student Dean’s office.  Drug Tests may be administered at random to any student-athlete in the program at any time throughout the year. Positive results from drug tests will be dealt with on an individual basis by the Director of Athletics and the Dean of Students. 
Information on alcohol and drug use, proper nutrition, and diet supplements will be provided to each student at the orientation meeting, as well as in meetings throughout the year. Each student-athlete is encouraged to visit the Athletic Training Room if they have any questions or concerns about any product or supplement. Please, make sure what you are taking is safe, effective, and permitted, and is not harmful or dangerous to you or your health. Our athletic training and sports medicine staff is always available to assist you. These policies will be distributed at orientation for all athletes.

Tobacco Usage
The use of any tobacco products on college grounds and at games, home and away, and in housing is prohibited by all college personnel, trainers, officials and athletes in all sports during all practice and game sessions. Violation of this policy will result in disciplinary action and/or suspension of the persons involved. 

NJCAA and FCSAA Ejection Policy 
The NJCAA and FCSAA provides suspensions and expulsions for student-athletes ejected from athletic contests for violent or non-violent reasons. This policy will be covered in-depth at the orientation meeting and in individual team meetings. It is strongly encouraged that all student-athletes become familiar and aware of this policy.

Academic Policies

Class Attendance 
All students participating on athletic teams are required to attend class. Failure to attend class will result in your suspension and/or expulsion from participating in athletics. 

Students are required to complete and submit to each instructor a Class Absence Form if you are going to miss class due to traveling or participating in an athletic contest. This form must be turned in to your instructor no later than one week prior to the day you are going to miss class. This does not excuse you from completing any and all assignments, homework, tests, quizzes, readings, etc that will be presented in the class. Students are encouraged to communicate with their instructors and make sure that being absent from the class will not result in an adverse effect on their final grade. Any expected absences from a class that will result in the student being severely affected in making progress or that would result in a failing grade, the student will not be permitted to miss the class. Academics are the #1 priority for the Student-athlete, and all academic requirements and responsibilities take precedent over athletic participation.

Academic Monitoring

Student-athletes will be monitored at least three times during each term as per their attendance, effort, and grade in the class. Any absences, missed assignments or lab work, or failing grades will result in a suspension from all athletic activity by that student for a period of time to be determined by the Director of Athletics. Student-athletes failing to have their Academic Monitoring forms completed, or forging or submitting false information on their Academic Monitoring forms will be released from any further participation in athletics.

Letter of Intent/Scholarship/Release
While student-athletes not receiving athletic scholarship assistance are no less obligated to adhere to all of the rules and policies set forth for participants in the athletic program, those students on Athletic Scholarship assistance have a special requirement and responsibility to adhere to all rules and policies. There are several reasons why an athletic scholarship/Letter of Intent may be cancelled, and if your athletic scholarship is cancelled during the academic year, you are not able to participate for the remainder of the season.

Athletic Scholarships/LOI’s may be cancelled/released for any of the following reasons;

1. Academic ineligibility

2. Code of Conduct Violations/Disciplinary reasons/College or Athletic Program Policies

3. Failure to maintain full-time enrollment

4. Failure to maintain the required grade-point average for participation

5. Failure to maintain amateur status

Athletic Scholarships are committed for two semesters, Fall and Spring only. Students currently on athletic scholarship will be notified of their scholarship renewal for the upcoming year no later than June 15th of each year. 

Academic Eligibility for Athletic Participation

While there are several rules for academic eligibility while participating in athletics, some basic rules for each student to be aware of and adhere to is as follows; the Director of Athletics will meet with each team to further discuss academic eligibility rules.

· Students in season must maintain a minimum of 12 credit hours throughout the term of eligibility and participation.
· Students must be enrolled and attending in a minimum of 12 credit hours by the 15th day of the semester.

· All credits enrolled in up to 12 must have a start date prior to the start of the team’s season.

· All students participating in athletics must have a regular, standard high school diploma or a GED. Non high school graduates are not eligible to participate in athletic competition at any time at Miami Dade College.

· Students must be in a paid status and must not have any financial or administrative holds on their records before being certified eligible for participation.

· All transcripts from previous institutions attended must be received and translated to the Miami Dade College transcript prior to the student being deemed eligible.

· Students must be in college credit courses, making progress toward a degree. Non-degree seeking, vocational and non-credit courses do not count toward athletic eligibility.

· Students taking College Prep courses must earn a “S” grade to advance to the next level. Student-athletes earning a “P” grade must repeat that same course in the subsequent term in order to maintain their eligibility. 

Only “S” grades can count toward a second season of athletic participation.
Athletic Administration/Staff Directory
Following is a list of personnel within the Athletics Department. Please feel free to contact us should you have academic and/or athletic problems. We are here to serve you and do whatever possible to assure your academic and athletic success. Athletic Administration offices are located in Building G, Gibson Center, Third Floor, Room G-316. 
	Director of Athletics
	Anthony Fiorenza
	305-237-2867    
	afiorenz@mdc.edu

	Asst. Director of Athletics
	Alysia Dyer
	305-237-2193    
	adyer@mdc.edu

	Assistant to the Directors
	Kevin Long
	305-237-2138    
	klong@mdc.edu

	Sports Information Director
	Shaheem Sutherland
	305-237-2753
	msutherl@mdc.edu

	Director of Sports Medicine
	Robert Rothstein
	305-237-2186
	rrothste@mdc.edu

	Head Athletic Trainer
	Wendy Hebert
	305-237-2186
	whebert@mdc.edu

	Strength and Conditioning Coach
	Phil  Glatzer
	305-237-2140
	pglater@mdc.edu

	Administrative Assistant
	Chanttal Camuglia
	305-237-0681
	ccamugli#mdc.edu


Athletic Department Media, Marketing, and Public Relations

Promotions and Sports Information

All media releases, guides and interviews are to be approved through the Sports Information Director. The SID is also responsible for the compilation and submittal of all statistical reports to Conference, State and National organizations and Scouting/Recruiting Bureaus. For any questions in this area please contact Antonya Pharr in Room G-316, Kendall Campus
Athletic Department Web-Site

The Miami Dade College Intercollegiate Athletics Website can be found at www.mdc.edu/athletics. Rosters, Schedules, Coaches Bios, Game-by-Game results, staff directory and other news and information can be found on the website. All Coaches and administrative personnel e-mail addresses are also found at the site.
Use of Facilities

Gym, Fields, Fitness Centers, and Locker Rooms
Student-athletes are not permitted to enter any athletic facility without the expressed permission of the Head Coach, or without the supervision of a member of the coaching staff or athletic administration. Student-athletes will be scheduled for regular strength and conditioning workouts, and all such workouts should be conducted under the supervision of the Strength and Conditioning Coach or Head Coach. Please do not engage in strength and conditioning exercises, aerobic exercises, or heavy weight training without the approval and endorsement of the Strength and Conditioning Coach or your Head Coach.
Student-athletes will be provided access to a locker in the locker room. The locker is to be used only for dressing out for practices and games, and is not to be used as a locker for textbooks, personal items or valuables. Laundry service for practice gear and uniforms will be scheduled by each teams’ Head Coach.

Student-Athletes in Housing
All student-athletes residing in college-assisted housing are to complete a Housing Form. Violation of any part of the Housing form will result in student-athletes being expelled from the Housing and possible loss of scholarship. Please refer to the Housing Policies and Procedures Form for a complete list of policies and rules regarding this housing.  These policies will be distributed at orientation for all athletes.
This handbook is intended for use by all student-athletes participating or intending to participate in intercollegiate athletics at Miami Dade College. However this handbook does not cover all of the requirements and conditions of participation. Individual team meetings and policies/behavior rules will be discussed with each student-athlete according to the sport they participate in. Any student-athlete having any questions or needing any type of assistance are urged to contact Athletics Director, Anthony Fiorenza or the Assistant Athletic Director, Alysia Dyer.

I agree to the terms and conditions of the Student-Athlete Handbook.  I will abide by the rules and regulations of Miami-Dade College, and the Intercollegiate Athletic Department.

Date:_________________ Student-Athlete Signature__________________________________________

Sport_________________________ Student Number_______________________
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